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A Life Sketch 

Of  
SRI TAYUMANA SWAMI 

 

 All through the ages right up to the present day, Tamil Nadu has been the 

fertile field of spirituality. In this southernmost strip of the subcontinent of 
Bharatavarsha have perennially sprung up Rishis, Munis, Jnanis, Bhaktas, 

Yogis, Acharyas and Siddhas not to speak of the Vaishnava Alwars and the 

Saiva Nayanmars. In this galaxy of the Enlightened Ones, Sri Tayumana Swami 
of the 17th century occupies a unique place. He started his career as a staunch 

follower of the Saiva cult and concluded as a Paramahamsa of Universalism. 

 

 Sri Tayumana Swami hailed from Vedaranyam, a seacoast sacred place, 
dedicated to Lord Siva. This town is a sub-division of Thanjavoor district. The 

house where the boy Tayumanavan was born and brought up exists to this day 

as the residence of the descendants of that family. This boy was born of the 
austerity of the parents. Therefore he was imbued with spirituality even in his 

tender age. He had his educational career at Tiruchirapalli where his father 

enjoyed a high position in the then kingdom.  

 

 
  

Tayumanavan received a liberal education in the languages of Tamil and 

Sanskrit, in Mathematics, Logic and the sacred books of Saivalore. He proved 

himself a versatile genius. But fortunately for himself and the world he was not 
bookish in outlook. Spiritual fervour was constantly seething in him. Steadily 

and silently he was carrying on his sadhana. Daily he would go to the temple of 

Matrubhuteswar on the rock, sit in form of Dakshinamurti and be absorbed in 



www.facebook.com/SwamiChidbhavananda 

meditation. Songs in praise of the Lord would spontaneously flow from his 

tongue. The passing away of time in the form of months and years was beyond 
the ken of this youth.  

 

 One day while coming down the hillock, by chance he met an arresting 

spiritual personality who he automatically adored falling prostrate at his feet. 
The response from the other was captivating. The master and disciple 

relationship was providentially and permanently established.  

 
 This contact corroborated the Upanishadic statement: Wonderful is the 

teacher, sharp and intelligent is the taught.  

 

 The preceptor found a worthy recipient in the this newly contacted youth. 
Therefore this contact gave him immense joy. The youth felt his life was 

fructifying. He chose to view the master as Mounaguru. There was sufficient 

cause for it. This august person never spoke. He always maintained silence. He 
lent an absorbing ear to the statements of the pupil. wherever necessary he put 

in an apt word and that was sufficient to the earnest student. The issue stood 

fully clarified. Day in and day out exchange of ideas went on in this manner. 

The blooming youth Tayumanavan got fully and clearly saturated with spiritual 
matters. There was no more confusion in regard to the goal of life. The purport 

of the scriptures was clearly enquired into.  

 

 A vigorous practice of the known principles alone remained to be 
pursued...At this stage the Master put it to the disciple that the time had come 

for them to remain parted for some time. In the meanwhile the disciple had his 

own karma to be worked out. He would then be fully competent for the higher 
pursuit of spirituality. The temporary separation between the two caused acute 

pain in the taught. But the Master muttered "chummaviru" ( . Be free 

from mentation is purport of this pithy statement. This was the seed sowed in 

the heart of the disciple. Based on this one central idea was his entire career and 

his inspired songs were all in elucidation of it. The disciple now proceeded to 

work out a bit of his prarabdha karma . 

 
 The parents and the relatives put pressure on the youthful Tayumanavan 

to embrace the life of a house-holder. Reluctantly he yielded to their wish. He 

got duly married and lived a family man's life for some time. After begetting a 

son for this other-worldly minded man, the wife passed away. And that brought 
an end to his worldly life.  
 

 But another prarabdha was waiting to fructify. His father who was 
occupying a foremost position in the kingdom of Tiruchirappally expired soon 

after he lost his daughter-in-law. Finding the spiritually inclined son equally 
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competent, the king persuaded the young learned man to succeed the father. 

Reluctantly again he accepted this worldly pursuit. He proved his worth in this 
field soon. In administration he exceeded his father. But the inner stuff in him 

did not get contaminated by the worldly pursuit. The major part of his 

personality was intensely preoccupied with the adoration of the Almighty.  

 
 Some time later the king also passed away leaving the domain in the 

hands of his queen. She was worthy of that position. While reigning  efficiently 

she has a vulgar design on Tayumanavan. One day she put it to him that both se 
had her kingdom were at the disposal of that charmingly handsome young man. 

Who will not be enticed by such a temptation? But Tayumanavan proved his 

spiritual worth. "Are you not ashamed of fixing your mind on the filth of one 

stinking body rubbing against another stinking body? Can you not rise above 
and sport in the Divine?" This exalted statement had its awakening effect on the 

woman. She woke up from the dream of earthly enjoyment. This was a turning 

point in her life. She got completely transformed from the vulgar to the 
venerable. 

 

 The force of character made Tayumanavan virtually the head of the 

kingdom. With his able guidance the administration was going on smoothly. 
One day while handling a rare record in palm leaf he started squeezing and 

pulverizing it. This was an unwanted strange act. When he was reminded of it 

he exclaimed that he was actually trying to put out a fire of camphor that had 

caught the attire of Mother Akhilandeswari at Tiruvanaikoil. 
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 Subsequent to this incident information came to the palace from the 

Jumbukeswar temple at Tiruvanaikoil, that while the puja was going on the 
camphor fire fell on the attire of the Cosmic Mother Akhilandeswari and that it 

was put out with some difficulty. Strangely this act coincided with damaging of 

the palm leaf record by the other-worldly Officer Tayumanavan. This 

extraordinary event created a stir in the palace. Both the royalty and the ministry 
jointly placed the Officer on an elegant seat and implored him as to how they 

could best serve him. The Officer in his turn implored that he might be relieved 

of all earthly duties. Reluctantly but reverentially the request was carried out. 
The Officer Tayumanavan emerged from the palace as the Tyagi of the world. 

 

 All the worldly obligations as the son, as the family man, as the 

government officer and as the citizen of the society were meticulously carried 
out by this cultured young man. He was now free to devote himself to the 

service of the Maker. That major urge was all along surging in his heart. He 

emerged from the worldly duties as a lion gaining its independence from the 
cage. With an ardent heart he gave attention to spiritual development. Then took 

place the second contact between the Guru and the disciple.  
 
 The master foresaw it and waited for the disciple to fulfil his earthly 

obligations and come to him well prepared. The Vedic tradition was thiswise 

strictly adhered to. The Mounaguru of the ancient Tirumular line initiated the 

worthy disciple into the Holy Order of Sannyasa, the climax of the spiritually 
inclined human birth. Then onwards Tayumana Swami lived an ideal life of 

renunciation, a model to all spiritual aspirants at all times. The burning 

renunciation, the panting of the heart for the Divine, the rigidity of the sense 

control, the soaring of the intellect into the Beyond-all these and more ever 
marked this aspirant for their own. 

 

 The second and the protracted contact between the master and the 
disciple was very significant. The master was virtually and literally a silent 

person. Occasionally he would utter a word or two. But the sagacity of the 

disciple more than made up for it. He surrendered his individuality entirely to 

the master. In body they were two; but in mind they became one. That was the 
secret of the spiritual enlightenment of the latter. The achievements of the 

disciple are in permanent record for the posterity. The whole of the Upanishadic 

lore in all its clarity is rehandled as the original experience of the sage 
Tayumanavar. Mounaguru's approval was there in the disciple's transformation. 

"Be free from mentation" - is the basic idea. Its under-current is kept up all 

through the literature. Its significance gets expanded along with the spiritual 

growth of the disciple. The essence of the Vedic philosophy is contained in it. 
Spirituality is enshrined permanently in the inspired songs of Tayumanavar-
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That is an invaluable divine legacy to mankind. The aspirant who makes a pious 

study of the songs Tayumanavar gets awakened in divine fervour. A greater git 
than this, no sage can make to mankind. 

 

 Sri Tayumana Swami lives in the hearts of the aspirants in and through 

his inspired songs. Like the Rishis of yore enlightened Muni that he is, he 
awakens the spiritual consciousness in the hearts of those that ardently utter his 

songs. All that the seeker after truth has to do is to attune his mind to a grace-

hankering-disposition and then pore over the songs of Tayumana Swami. The 
songs instil thirst for higher mode of life. They get the aspirant fixed in the life 

sacred. They navigate him into the realms beyond the senses. They open to him 

vistas unthought of the mundane life. They transform the world-bound man into 

the Divinity-bound man. The songs of this sage serve as the philosopher's stone. 
 

 Tiruchirapalli is one of the several sacred places of India. Pilgrims resort 

to this place all the year round. Lord Siva is the presiding deity of this place. His 
name here is Matrubhuteswar. This is a Sanskrit rendering of the original Tamil 

name Tayumanavar. He who has become the mother also, is the literal meaning 

of this nomenclature. He is not only the Father of the universe but also the 

Mother, is the implication. The parents of the saint Tayumanavan begot him as 
the gift from the Lord for having prayed to Him for a long time. Therefore the 

boy also was named after the Lord as Tayumanavan. That name persisted all 

through his career. Thus he became the saint Tayumanavan distinguished from 

the Lord Siva having the name.  
 

 The major part of the career of the saint was at Tiruchirapalli. In the 

evening of his life he went to Rameswaram and spent some time there. Then he 
came to Ramanathapuram this side of the sea. He chose to spend some time 

there in meditation and solitude. He dropped the mortal coil there when he was 

about sixty years old. For over three hundred years his Samadhi mandir had its 

irregular worship and mediocre maintenance by some unknown devotees.  
 

 Now the Samadhi mandir is legally handed over to Sri Ramakrishna 

Tapovanam at Tirupparaitturai in Tiruchirapalli district. This Tapovanam is 
reviving the Samadhi mandir renaming it as Sri Tayumana Swami Tapovanam. 

It is located within the Municipality of the town, Ramanathapuram. Through 

this Institution it is hoped to revive the teachings of the saint for the good of 

humanity.  
 

 

 
 

 


